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DECLARATION UNO 



I, Gerard LABAUZE hereby declare as foUows : 

1 I have been employed by Manufacture Fran9aise des Pneumatiques Michelin since 1979. 
A copy of my resume is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

2 My responsibilities for the past 13 years at Michelin have -l-^ed m^^^^^ involvement 
in the development and production of vulcanizable rubber compositions. 

^ T am a co-inventor of the subject matter claimed in U. S. Serial No. 09/462,387 (the '387 
ip^icaSnT^raL thus f Jliar with the subject matter disclosed and claimed therein. 

A The '387 aoDlication discloses, inter alia, a rubber composition vulcanizable with sulfiir 
21 unable fo^^^^^^^^ tread comp^i^a) at least one polymer selected from the group 
Sir^g o? dine polymers, olefin/diene monomer copolymers and ha ogenMed so- 
SiSSa-aLXwene copo b) silica as filler; c) at least a sulphured silane 

:S^g fheSd between Vsilica and the polymer; d) at least a 
whereSi the composition satisfies at least one of the foUowmg features (i) and/or (ii). 
a^^t composes a diene polymer containing at least a termmal ammo group of an 
^ ^ aUphS^ or cycloaliphatic amine which is itself bound at the cham end , the 

polymer being thus devoid of alkoxy silane group and silanol group; 
(u) it comprises at least one free aliphatic or cycloaliphatic amme. 

5 To illustrate the improvement achieved with the claimed invention, I ^^^^^that a vtal 
3. io uiubiraic ^.xamnle 4 of instant Application which would contam 4.5 

'^oTof llL instead of 7.1 n^ol (so just'the molar amount of aliphatic amine 

S^llsS 9)^uld S^^^^ imply an increase in the hysteretic losses, because a 
decre^e to the concentration of any covering agent (be it of the silane type, an arorr^tic 
a^e suc^ i g^nidine or an aliphatic amme or whatever) always means a decrease of 
^It^na o^silterDarticles which of course means a decrease of the shield effect played 
'l^VhT ovii^g ^^^^^ an increase of interactions between the hydroxyl ^oups 

of the smca (that are more free to interact with each other) and, as a consequence of this 
wr.!i o?^t^a^k)^s this virtual composition 17' would undoubtedly exhibit higher 
TysreJic"^ tL^^^^^ hence the improved effect of composition 

19 compared to this virtual composition 17 . 
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I father decbre *at aU s.— s ™ade he^ i^^vero^^^rsT^tli'lt^ 

of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 
Date: 23/04/ 2003 Gerard LABAUZE 
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EXHIBIT A 



RESUME 



> Gerard LAB AUZE bom 25/08/5 1 . 

> Graduated from ENSCP PARIS - ( Doctor in chemistry in 1978/ Engineer in chemistry in 
1975), 

> Employed by Manufacture Fran^aise des Pneumatiques MICHELIN in Clermont-Ferrand 

(France) since 1979. 

> My current position is since 1990 developer of rubber compositions useful in the tire 
industry. 



Date :23/04/2003 



Gerard LABAUZE 



